IFG Explore
3rd Year

Term Three –  Weeks Seven – Nine        Detectives
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Aim:
Over the next three weeks the girls will be involved in some “mysterious” activities.  
Objectives:
· To provide “mysteries” that the girls need to resolve or learn about. 
Preparation:

· Equipment and resources depending on options chosen.
Pre SetUp:

· Organise some “mystery” games for when the girls arrive 
· Set up the activities for the night’s activities.
SetUp:

Usual set up and roll call.
Games:

Your choice of games.
Devotions:

1. Bible Story: “The Holy Spirit?  An Egg-citing Mystery”
Scripture: Multiple scriptures explaining the Holy Spirit; focus on Isaiah 9:6

Introduction: As you ask the girls the following questions, be the first to raise your hand to encourage their own participation. How many of us have ever done something wrong?  How many of us felt sorry about it?  How many of us have ever been brave when we could have been afraid?  How many of us need help making the right decisions?

If you answered yes to any of those questions, you may have had a little help from the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, you say?  Who is He anyway?  What does He do?  Is He an egg?  Did He come from a chicken?  Is He like water?  Or is He like the wind? Maybe you’ve heard these comparisons before.  So how do you get Him?  Will He give us super powers?  (I have always wanted to ________ (fly, walk through walls, throw spider webs on bad people, turn my brother into a kitten, etc.)
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Let’s discover more about Him today!

“The Holy Spirit: Like an Egg, Water, or Wind?”  (Object Lesson)
Supplies needed: an egg, a bowl, and a towel for your hands, clear cup or bottle of water, ice cubes

Okay.  We know Who God is.  He created us.  We know Who Jesus is.  He saved us.  So who is the Holy Spirit anyway?

Some of you have heard that God is three persons in one. God is the Father, the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  How can we explain it?  Well, this egg right here has three parts.  There is the shell, (crack open), the yolk, and the white stuff.  It has three parts, but it is still one egg.

Or, we could use the water analogy.  There is water in its liquid form (pour or drink), there is water in its solid form which we call ice (show cubes), and there is water as a gas which we call water vapor.  That’s the steam that fogs the mirror in your bathroom when it’s hot in there.

You may have also heard that the Holy Spirit is like the wind.  The wind comes and goes as it pleases, but we never actually see the wind itself.  We see its affects when the branches sway, leaves blow, and when your cat gets launched across the yard in a really bad storm.  The Holy Spirit is kind of like the wind.  You can’t see Him, but you do see His affects in people’s lives.
God is three persons in one.  We explain that by using the three parts of the egg and the three forms of water.  We explain the Holy Spirit as one of these parts and also like the wind.  But, He is NOT like an egg, water, or the wind in any other way.   He is a mystery.  He is not like anything we know.  We can’t draw Him, explain Him, or compare Him.  But we can trust Him and we can know that He is good.

2. Daniel and the Mystery Dream.  Here is a power point with this story http://www.bibleforchildren.org/PDFs/english/Daniel%20and%20the%20Mystery%20Dream%20English.pdf 
3. Where did everything come from?  Check out this power point on creation http://www.bibleforchildren.org/PDFs/english/When%20God%20Made%20Everything%20English.pdf
Teaching Sessions:

Here are a few ideas.  We are sure you will also have plenty of your own.
Sketch Art detective                                                              
Story: A crime has just been committed. Make this age appropriate, such as sneaking cookies from the cookie jar. You are the only witness and, using only words you must describe to the detective what you saw so she can draw a sketch and know whom to look for. You must be as accurate as possible so that she can find the right person.
Girls get into pairs.  Give one girl in each pair a picture instructing them not to show their partner. Have the person with the picture (the witness) describe what the person looks like to her partner (the detective). The detective may ask questions as well. 

Have the detective try to draw what the person in the picture looks like. At the end have the witness reveal the picture and see how close they are. Provide a new picture and have partners switch roles. 

For a twist you could provide a picture of the detective so they are actually drawing a self portrait, or one of the Unit leaders. 

Once you have finished the game you can continue to decorate the pictures or use them as inspiration for a play or another game.

Cluedo Evening

Play Cluedo.  Most leaders will be familiar with the board game “Cluedo”.  Girls can come along dressed up as a character from the game.  

Map out your meeting room/ hall as Professor Black’s mansion.  Use Velcro if the floor is carpeted.  (Velcro may be reused and does not spoil the carpet like masking tape can.)  
Make life size models of the murder weapons and wrap in several layers of paper.  Play Pass the Parcel.  Girls feel the shape of the parcels and if a girl guesses what is in the parcel she gets to put the weapon inside the mansion.  Otherwise the parcels keep getting passed around.
Scooby Doo Night
Another idea for a theme evening.  May be a DVD Cartoon night this time. 
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This truck is downloadable at www.scoobydoomysterybegins.com
Click on activities.

Girls can cut out and tape together the truck.  Have a few lollies to load into each truck.  Lollies can be eaten while they are watching the cartoon.  Open back door of truck to get the lollies.
Other Activities

Show girls how detectives make plaster casts of footprints that they find at a crime scene.  Plaster of Paris is an easily available medium to use for the castings.  Enlist the help of a male pastor or similar to put his foot (inside his shoe) into muddy ground or sand.

Then using plastic take away trays take plaster casts of the girls’ footprints.  These will make lovely gifts to parents on the final night (or you may be early enough for Fathers’ Day.) 

Plaster Hand and Footprints

Materials 

· Patch plaster or plaster of Paris 

· 1 1/4 cups water 

· Tin can 

· Mixing spoon 

· Paper plates 

· Picture hook (optional) 

Directions
1. To make the plaster mix, stir two cups of patch plaster or plaster of Paris and one and a quarter cups water in a tin can. 

2. The mixture should be as thick as pea soup so it can cast without air bubbles. 

3. Plaster of Paris dries in about ten to twenty minutes, while patch plaster takes twenty to forty minutes to dry. 

4. To make a cast of your child's hand or footprint, pour one inch of plaster mix into a paper plate. 

5. Wait two minutes for plaster of Paris, six minutes for patch plaster. 

6. Have your child press her hand or foot gently into the plaster. 

7. The imprint should not go to the bottom of the plate. 

8. Hold for one to two minutes and remove. 

9. Let the imprint sit overnight, then peel the plate from the print. 

10. If you like, glue a picture hook to the back and hang the print on your child's wall. 

Invisible Writing
Girls can write their own secret messages by using a fine paint brush or a cotton bud dipped in lemon juice.  The message is revealed when the paper is heated with a hair blow dryer on a low setting.
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